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Farewell

For the last five years, | have provided leadership for the Upper Peninsula Research and
Extension Center in Chatham. | have had the fortune to meet many of the readers of this
newsletter and have had the great honor to even work directly with some of you and your
farm operations. | want to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the warm
welcome | received to the region and allowing this lowa farm girl moving in from Idaho to
experiment with some new things, to do things a little differently, and to even push folks out
of their comfort zone from time to time.

At the end of June, | will be resigning my position at the station and moving with my family to
Duluth, Minnesota where my husband recently started a new job with the Superior National
Forest. It saddens me to leave the place | have been calling home for nearly six years and the
job | am very passionate about, but this is an excellent opportunity and a new adventure for
me and my family.

| would like to thank the staff at UPREC who have experienced many changes through my
tenure. They have embraced both our successes and failures along the way, and | am proud
of the team we have assembled and look forward to keeping track of their progress into the
future.

Also, a big thank you to the Advisory Council that has served me well over the last few years.
Each meeting you come to the table with new ideas and fresh perspectives that challenge me
and this farm to better serve your needs.

| have also greatly appreciated the wonderful partnerships with local, county, state and
federal agencies | have had the great pleasure to work with. | am proud of the robust working
relationships that have developed over time and | hope that they continue to collaboratively
serve the needs in the region. A special thank you to the local Farm Bureau chapters and the
Growing U.P. Agricultural Association.

Finally, | want to thank the farmers. They are the foundation of our existence and fuel my
passion for more sustainable agricultural operations in the region. Thank you for providing
me the opportunity to serve you.

Best of luck in the season ahead and | hope to see many of you at the various events we have
planned at the farm in June!

/4%@ %7@'2&%&[, Director, Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center

Dr. Dean Baas, MSU Cover Crop Specialist and Dr. Kim Cassida,
MSU Forage Specialist, will be in the U.P. touring farms
June 11th, 12th and 14th. Please call Monica Jean
if you would like them to stop by and provide on-farm consultation!
Call (616) 443-8782 or (906) 786-3032, ext. 106



Featured Presenter:
Mike Buis Chatham,
ON farmer and
forage expert

Presentation topic:
Extending the
Grazing Season with
Cover Crops

FREE EVENT with
dinner! Program

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13™ +5:30 - 9 PM ET - MSU UPREC supported by Michigan
SARE & MSU Project

m o o o For Pelential GREEEN

Join us at the MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension { CENTRAL
Center to explore the research underway focused on forage- SARE
based systems. The program will highlight trials focused on \ ,
forage performance, annual clovers, reduced-lignin alfalfa, ‘
. Sustamable Agriculture
peas and oats, and cover crops, and there will be an Research & Education
opportunity to engage with the researchers from each
project. The evening will conclude with our featured
presenter, Mike Buis, a caftle rancher and farmer from
Chatham, Ontario. He has developed a practical and
sustainable system of growing and grazing cover crops and
will share his successes and failures over the last ten years.

Project GREEE(

MSU UPREC South Farm
The Buis operation is a third generation family farm south of E3774 University Drive
Chatham, Ontario. They have a mixed farming operation Chatham, Ml 49816
with vegetable and field crops as well as a herd of 350 beef
cows. They are an innovative farm and not afraid to try new
operational technigues. They raise, finish and sell their beef in
their own retail store. Learn more here: www.buisbeef.ca Contfact Michelle @

Michigan State University (906) 439-5114 or
AgBioResearch  TICHIGANSTATL | Extension [ECCEREEECIEREET

Registration strongly

encouraged!

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,

gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.



Featured
Presenter:
James DeDecker
MSU Educator,
Deer Crop
Damage
researcher

.

Program

FORESTS$ & FARMS JEieviens
Wtilizing yowe Ntweal Resewices te Maxinmize Or-Fam Posfitability, and NRCS and

TUESDAY, JUNE 26™ -5 -9 PM ET - MSU UPREC hosted by

Farmers are continually looking at ways to diversify and bolster risk Hiawathaland

management strategies on-farm. This event will share strategies on Farm Bureau
how to maximize your natural resources for greater farm
sustainability.

Highlighted topics include: .
e Conservation District Forester Matt Watkeys and NRCS District FREE EVENT with
Conservationist Misa Cady, will share what programs and dinner for

resources are available to better utilize timber ground for registered
profit and how to manage those resources to accomplish S
your on-farm goals. attendees!
e MSU researcher, James DeDecker, will share his ongoing
research with wildlife depredation challenges in field crops
and what opportunities may exist to combat the issue.
Experts from Michigan DNR will also be on-hand to answer MSU UPREC South Farm
any questions you mo){ hove Gk.)OL'JJr the existing programs E3774 University Drive
that can be used to mitigate wildlife damage. chaih lne
armnmam,

Registration strongly encouraged:
https://events.anr.msu.edu/UPForestsandFarms/

Contact Michelle @

' HIAWATHALAND (R06) 439-51 14 or
0 &'B®.FARM BUREAU AP colema®8@msu.edu
VWNRQS w Extension ‘VI/.I_/I! !‘E— with questions

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,

gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status.



UPREC Beef Resource Herd
By Paul Naasz, UPREC Farm Manager

This article is the first in a series providing information about
the beef herd at the MSU Upper Peninsula Research and
Extension Center.

The beef cow herd at the Michigan State University Upper
Peninsula Research and Extension Center, UPREC, Chatham,
MI was developed to conduct applied beef cattle research and
provide opportunity for outreach education. The 2013-14
production years marked the first entire cycle of production
for the new grass finished beef program at UPREC. In the
spring of 2013, 80 Red Angus females were transported from
the Lake City Research Center to the Upper Peninsula. The
purpose of the transfer was to not only provide consistency
and mutual use across both research centers, but to also begin
more in-depth investigation of pasture-based production
systems.

In May of 2013, the 80 Red Angus cows calved for the first
time with an average birth weight of 79 Ibs. and weaned in
November with an actual average weaning weight of 513 Ibs.
For the first winter, calves were backgrounded on alfalfa-
centric baleage put up around 45% dry matter. The calves
were placed back onto pasture with a mean weight of 703 Ibs.,
grazed without supplementation and removed from pasture

on with an average weight of 1067 Ibs. Cattle were continually

offered baleage free choice until they were finished. The
mean finish day of the cattle was January 2015 with an
average weight of 1171 pounds.

Moving forward, there is certainly room for improvement in
the production model. First, due to the winters of the UP and
the moisture in the baleage (vs dry hay), it is more challenging
to get weight on the steers through the backgrounding period.
Secondly, increase in the overall backfat and marbling of the
cattle is desirable. Ultimately, the challenge is carrying the
cattle into the second winter. In order to address these issues,
a fall calving program was initiated at UPREC. The hope is that
cattle can be adequately finished at 22-24 months of age on
lush standing forage resulting in less overall high quality hay
needing to be fed.

The fall of 2016 marked the beginning of this new fall calving
era at UPREC. The herd calved between mid-August and
September with an average birth weight of 78 pounds. The
calves were weaned on May 31, 2017 with an unadjusted
average weaning weight of 624 pounds. These calves were
rotationally grazed through the summer, wintered on baleage
and dry hay, will return to grass this spring and harvested this
fall to complete the first cycle of the fall calving herd. Carcass
data will be collected to monitor the results of this change in
management.

In keeping with the goal of increasing overall backfat and
marbling of grass finished cattle, one half of the herd was
artificially inseminated to Wagyu bulls in November of 2016.
Wagyu ("Japanese cow") is any of four Japanese breeds of
beef cattle which are genetically predisposed to intense
marbling and to producing a high percentage of oleaginous
unsaturated fat. Akaushi (Japanese Brown breed of Wagyu
cattle) semen was purchased from HeartBrand Beef of
Flatonia, TX (www.heartbrandbeef.com). The first of 38
Akaushi/Red Angus crossed calves, arrived on August 13, 2017.
The crossbred calves had an average birth weight of 81.7
pounds compared to 79.5 pounds for their straightbred Red
Angus contemporaries. These calves will be harvested and
carcass data collected the fall of 2019. Stay tuned for more on
this exciting new project happening at Chatham.

GREAT LAKES HYBRIDS

Generations Ahead

®

Corn, Alfalfa, Soybean
Agriculture Plastic for Harvest and Storage
Bale Wrap, Bunker Covers, Grain and Silage Bags
We also carry Hay preservative
For more info call John at 906-399-5510 or e-mail at
john.rappette@yahoo.com

SMC
9('79/@»«40” WM%M 500/9%4«71’«&

We want to be your first choice!
Agricultural Services & Supplies

Stephenson, MI Powers, Mi
(800) 445-6167 (800) 962-3008
Aurora, Wi
(800) 962-3007



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Japanese_cattle_breeds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beef_cattle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marbled_meat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil#Organic_oils
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unsaturated_fat
http://www.heartbrandbeef.com
mailto:john.rappette@yahoo.com

The North Farm Skill-Seeker Workshop Series

The Michigan State University North Farm will be offering its annual
Skill Seeker Workshop series for the 2018 season. These workshops,
focused on topics relevant to small-scale farmers, homesteaders and
home gardeners, will provide participants the opportunity to learn
from university staff, local professionals and seasoned farmers.

Registration is strongly encouraged

Livestock on the Small Farm - June 10 - 1-5 p.m.

This workshop will focus on the basics of pig and sheep management
for the small-scale producer with presentations by Ben and Denise
Bartlett, Log Cabin Livestock and Dale Rozeboom, MSU Animal
Science.

Plasticulture: Season Extension 201 - July 15 - 1-5 p.m.
See season extension using hoophouses, greenhouses, plastic mulch
and weed control tarps with Collin Thompson, MSU North Farm.

Flower Production - August 19 - 1-5 p.m.

Learn about variety selection, production management, bouquet
arrangement and marketing with Shailah Bunce, Rock River Farm and
Jeff Heidtman, Color Blind Gardens.

Forest Resource Management - September 30 - 1-5 p.m.

Find out about forest resource management, developing a forest
management plan and identifying the value of what may lie just
outside your back door with Dan and Mary Rabine, Reh-Morr Farm,
Holly Wendrick, MAEAP, and Matt Watkeys, District Forester.

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

WAU KON, lowA
Feeder Sales Schedule

e 2" & 4th Wednesdays
(563) 568-4501

www.equitycoop.com

D IRON RANGE
&'D.FARM BUREAU®

President: Rod Johnson
Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders

M Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. M
h

Sale 1st Wednesday of each mont
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business

If you're thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of
it, call us! We can help!

Hay & Straw available
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005
www.rosebushsalebarn.com

Your source for Polled Genetics

Richlo Dairy Farms
Engadine, Ml

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls
available!

Employment Opportunities!

For all information on polled bulls in Al, call
Jonathan (906) 477-6505

FOR SALE

UPPER PENINSULA FARM wiTH OVER
1,300 ACRES, WATER ACCESS, MAPLE SYRUP
PRODUCTION, AND MUCH MORE!

SHADY LANE FARMS

HTTP.//SHADYLNFARMS.WIXSITE.COM/
SHADYLNFARMS

HENRY DEGROOT - (906) 238-4251
HJDEGROOT@ALPHACOMM.NET

Market Report
$100—5119 per 100 Ibs.
$80—5105 per 100 lbs.

Choice Steers
Holstein Steers

Hogs $59—565 per 100 Ibs.
Lambs $180—5$200 per 100 Ibs.
Cull cows $45—560 per 100 Ibs.
Calves $50—5$125 per 100 lbs.
Goats $200—5290 per 100 Ibs.

Breeding and Feeder Animals
Grade Holstein cows $1100—5$1800/head
Grade Holstein bred heifers $1100—5$2000/head

Feed Prices across the U.P.
Avg. S/cwt Avg. S/ton Price Range

Corn $10.24 $204.75 $160-270
Soymeal $21.21 $424.25 $380-447
Oats $11.81 $236.25 $200-300
Barley $9.75 $195.00 $160-240

Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots


https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=6C42EE7387A2458D

Common diseases in organic hoophouse greens

In much of northern Michigan, growers experienced a cold and wet
spring. While hoophouses help mitigate some of these problems,
foliar and root diseases in high-value, organic hoophouse crop scan
prove to be challenging to growers across the state

By Collin Thompson, MSU Extension Small Farms Educator

Lettuce, spinach and leafy brassica greens are some of the leading
spring crops for Michigan hoophouse growers. While these crops can
be profitable, they can be excellent hosts for fungal and bacterial
pathogens, especially in the high humidity environment of the
hoophouse. Organic growers have limited tools in their toolbox to
address outbreaks, but understanding proper management and
cultural practices can reduce the likelihood of infection. Below are
some common diseases that Michigan growers may face.

To read the entire article and view color photos of these diseases in
the field, follow this link: http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/

common diseases in organic _hoophouse greens.
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FARM CREDIT SERVICES

At the hearr of growing America
100 years of Ag Experience

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI
(9006) 786-4487 Fax: (906) 786-3450

Johnson Brothers Livestock
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI

Buying or Hauling Cattle
St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays

Call Gary Johnson
Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099
Steve Cell (906) 399-2858

Follow U.P Agriculture on Facebook!

MSU Extension Upper Peninsula
Agriculture

@MSUEUPAg

Ray’s Feed Mill

Ration & Crop
Consultants
Feed « Seed ¢ Fertilizer

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231
Bark River & Norway

REGISTERED MAINE ANJOU AND ANGUS

CLAY KNOLL FARMS

OPEN & BRED HEIFERS AND BREEDING AGE
BULLS AVAILABLE

BREEDING CATTLE TO IMPACT THE
PRESENT AND INFLUENCE THE FUTURE.

BREEDING STOCK—BULLS
SHOW PROSPECTS—STEERS
DUANE & LISA SIMPKINS & SONS
DUANE CELL 989-329-6141

Lisa CELL 989-578-0328
GARY & JAN SIMPKINS
HOME 989-426-8185

CELL 989-329-4668

GLADWIN, MI

i fo0d co-op

United

[aroducers, Inc.

Farmer owned. Farmer values.

St. Louis Sale every Monday
Marion Dairy Sale 3rd Friday of each month
For dairy cattle, call Chad @ (517) 294-3484 or
Paul @ (614) 296-5038
Collection point in Escanaba
Call for more information (989) 681-2191

noto build
ant UP food
omy strnce 1971

e T T e S S

Open Daily, 8 to 9 - Everyone Welcome
906-225-0671+ 502 W Washington St
www.marquettefood.coop


http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/common_diseases_in_organic_hoophouse_greens
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/common_diseases_in_organic_hoophouse_greens

Alanson, MI (800) 344-4667
Williamsburg, MI (800) 304-4667
Hillman, MI (877) 334-4667

GINOp
SALES

IHC. www.ginopsales.com
- (£ 1K hnt §% NEW HOLLAND
A and & Pricio Y _) JNDIQ

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at the
Larry Linsmeier Farm north of Menominee, Ml

(906) 863-8123

www.equitycoop.com

Skinners

(\ \ Pickford, Ml

L@ (906) 647-5655 or

(877) 647-2500
Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston,
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland

(A

LW,
JILBERT

lNCE 193

Marquette, MI
(800) 427-0980
(906) 225-1363

Buying top quality milk to produce the
U.P.s finest dairy products.

Are you getting the most for your quality?

S Weston, WI
& s (115) 573-4924
/4%?“0 WWW.STangus.com

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects
for sale private treaty. Bulls are fertility tested
and bred for calving ease and performance.

Classifieds
REGISTERED RED ANGUS BULLS Gentle, growth and fertility tested.
Sire is a son of Card Shark. Dennis Van Elsacker, Cripple Creek Ranch,
(906) 238-4236

KEMCO-PRO IN-LINE BALE WRAPPER Purchased new in 2014,
heaviest made in-line wrapper on the market, 5800 Ibs. Self-propelled
with remote operation and steering. “Auto” tailgate, standard push-
off arms. 3 plastic film dispensers. Complete with all auto sensor shut
off and on. 20 hp Honda engine with complete lighting package.

(818) 299-0405

REGISTERED BLACK ANGUS BULL. 2 year old. Very gentle. Been to
the UP State Fair. (906)644-2107

FARM FOR SALE by owner. 278A / 200 tillable, 160A adjacent to farm
buildings, some woods for harvest/hunting. Includes 96’ barn, 6
buildings, 2 wells. All structures have metal roofing. $382,000. Visit
FB Link - Brimley Sales for pics/details. Contact Melvin Schwiderson
@ (906) 248-6633 or northwind906@icloud.com

SHEEP HERD DISPERSAL SALE Call or text (906) 280-3269 or call (906)
238-4468; 28 Suffolk/Polypae ewes; 8 young stock lambs; 2, 4-year old
Suffolk rams.

GREENLAND RANCHETTE FOR SALE, secluded home with great view,
pole barn, corral, bunkhouse, well fenced, pond, creek, deer, bear,
goose, & bird hunting, major snowmobile trail access, all season
highway. Adjoining 100-acre pasture with creek, pond, & gravel pit
available. clarencewilbur@gmail.com, 616 443 6066

JD 16’ flex head (model #216), $1,900 OBO. Beautiful property in the
Upper Michigan, 130 acres for sale or pasture for rent for livestock for
the 2018 season. Beautiful river running through it. Great for hunting,
building or developing, or simple grazing livestock. Land is divided
into 9 paddocks with high tensile electric fence and 5 stock watering
ponds. Herd dispersal 11 black Angus bred cows, 5-8 years old, 1100
Ibs., start calving April 15th. Rock, MI (906) 359-4825.

save this Date!
Saturday, June 9, 2018

2018 Farm Hosts:
Peaceful Acres & Wallis Family Farm

http://www.clmcd.org/eof.asp


http://www.ginopsales.com
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=115582682321484&id=100016092576267
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=115582682321484&id=100016092576267
mailto:northwind906@icloud.com
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Calendar of Events

Forage Twilight Walk @ UPREC
June 13th—5:30-9 pm

Forests and Farms Farm Bureau Education Program @ UPREC
June 26th—5-9 pm

Field Crop Field Days

Corn Field Day—August 28th—Meintz Dairy Farm, Stephenson

Potato Field Day—August 29th—Roger VanDamme’s, Cornell

Soybean Field day—September 5th—Forest Biomass Information Center, Escanaba

Remember to connect to virtual learning breakfasts every Thursday 6:30—7 am!
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/new_msu_extension_field_crops_virtual_breakfast_meetings_start_april_26

This ad could Ge yours!
Paid advertising delivers this
newsletter to your mailbox each month!

Contact Michelle @ 139-611% to place an ad ($30/month)




